
OCTOBER 

2022

ISSN: 2181-3558   

 JOURNAL OF INTEGRATED EDUCATION AND RESEARCH

 

THE ROLE OF SEMANTICS OF MEDIA TEXTS IN THE MODERN LIFE 

Mirzakhmetova Makhmuda 

Uzbekistan State University of World Languages 

2nd year master student 

Abstract. Since the end of the twentieth century, media language undergoes 

major changes. This process is driven by important innovations in the field of mass 

communication, which, in turn, is caused by serious technological and social 

change on a global scale. In review phenomena and processes that characterize the 

current state of the language of the media are analyzed: “blurring” of the 

boundaries of media genres; heterogeneity (polymodality) of mass media language; 

significant impact of media language on general language norm; ways of influence 

of media communication on society. It was also analysed the role of semantics of 

media texts in today’s progress. 
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Semantics (from the ancient Greek "σημαντικός" - "denoting") of a text in a 

broad sense is a characteristic of its relationship with reality, the semantics of a 

media text is an area of study of a language that functions in the social space in the 

texts of mass communication, it is relation of linguistic expressions with 

designated objects of media reality. Media reality is a significant socio-cultural 

phenomenon, a product of mass communication that exists in the multimedia 

environment, network space of symbols and creates a mythological picture of the 

world modernity. 

In the second half of the twentieth century, the term media has firmly entered 

intolinguistic terminology, and at the end of the century, a new concept of media 

language began to take shape. This process is driven by major innovations in the 

media and communications: the development of new technologies, the change in 

the format of traditional media, the formation of a global information space
1
. 

Technological and social shifts have affected the language of the media. Such 

changes required a rethinking of its key properties and the development of new 

approaches to their analysis. 

                                                           
1
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The classical interpretation of the relationship between media text, reality and 

a journalist is based on the a priori assertion of the need to convey objective and 

complete information. It is within the framework of this theory that the division of 

information into descriptive (lat. descriptio - “description”), prescriptive (lat. 

prescripuo - “prescription”), valuative information is justified (lat. valeo, it. valuta 

- “cost, value”) and normative (lat. porma)
2
. At the same time, the process of their 

formation and relationships is presented as progressive and dialectical. The need to 

describe reality to the audience in all its diversity of manifestations is 

superimposed by social attitudes (prescriptions) and stereotypes shared by the 

journalist, which leads to the subjectivity and evaluation of the transmitted 

information, which is expressed in the approval of certain rules and norms of 

behavior. 

Highlighting the media text in the language system, it should be noted that its 

distinguishing features are the previously noted intentionality, attitude to a 

dynamically changing reality, semantic unambiguity in information genres and a 

multi-level hierarchy of meanings in analytical and artistic journalistic genres, the 

presence of visually transmitted meanings. Media text projects additional 

meanings, thereby generating an augmented reality that has a difference from 

objective reality in connection with the specifics of human psychophysiology and 

culture in general. The semantic structure of a media text cannot be separated and 

studied separately from the cognitive process. The focus of the media text on the 

audience a priori forces to cognize the meaning, interpret the text not in terms of 

abstract sign structures, but with a cognitive pragmatic purpose. 

The semantics of analytical media texts differs from the semantics of 

information ones due to the fact that the semantics of analytical materials is built 

within the framework of cognitive semantics, where logic, coherence and 

consistency in the construction of meanings come to the fore, which in turn 

directly affect the ability to adequately interpret the meanings conveyed by the 

author. At the same time, the typology characteristic of information genres also 

extends to analytical materials. 

It is in analytical materials that the need for a logical organization of a media 

text is most accentuated. Analytical materials are ambiguous, for their 

understanding requires effort and knowledge of the laws of correct thinking. The 

semantics of analytical materials can be influenced by the composition of the text, 

the semantic structure of the text, the way of presentation, and the organization of 

the material. 

One of the varieties of natural language that has a media form of its 

expression is the language of radio and television. By their own linguistic 

parameters of speech heard on radio and television could be classified as a 

colloquial style, if it were not for the need to maintain the framework of the literary 

norm, which is initially present in any media text. Nevertheless, we can talk about 

the simplification of the language in modern media, which reflects the general 

                                                           
2
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trend towards economy of language resources, characteristic of many world 

languages. 

Tendencies to strengthen the author's principle, on the one hand, and 

orientation to the addressee, on the other hand, change the genre and content 

characteristics of media texts. Corresponding changes have been observed in the 

British media for two decades, similar trends are developing in the domestic 

media. Among examples of N.V. Malykhina calls the development of a genre that 

integrates the features of reportage and interviews. Its forms have changed, they 

“have undergone hybridization, but at the same time they have the core features of 

a classic reportage or interview”
3
. The development of materials that combine 

cognitive, aesthetic and entertaining properties (in the British media they are called 

feature texts) also proceeds in similar ways. From the Anglo-Saxon tradition, 

articles of instructions came to the Russian media, which in the British media are 

considered as a subspecies of feature, and in Russia, they are called “карточки”. It 

is significant at the same time that today the author of a media text builds his 

material, focusing more on the position of the reader than on the laws and 

frameworks of genres adopted earlier. For example, advisory materials are built on 

the principle of separate blocks consisting of one or two paragraphs. They contain 

a question asked by the addressee and an answer. Headings referring to certain 

topics are concretized, the introduction to the rubric consists of a general 

presentation of the situation and the issue. This format for presenting information 

is used, for example, by the online publication Meduza: «По всей России жгут 

траву. Зачем? И куда звонить?»
4
. More detailed materials created with the 

participation of experts on given topics are built according to a similar principle: 

the question is formulated from the audience; the text is divided into small blocks 

of four to five sentences, corresponding to one question or fact [ibid.]. 

The content and stylistic features of media texts belonging to different genres 

are also formed based on the perception of the reader. For example, the 

dramatization of the composition, aimed at empathy, has a deep psychological 

effect. They are achieved by bright details and images, idioms, direct speech of 

heroes and experts. 

Another noticeable direction of innovation in the language of the mass media 

is manifested in frequent deviations from the normative vocabulary. Slang, jargon, 

obscene vocabulary, "images of the bodily bottom" (in the terminology of M.M. 

Bakhtin) have become commonplace in media texts, especially in network 

communication. high expressive the charge of previously taboo linguistic elements 

makes it possible to use them with opposite evaluative signs - to express both the 

extreme degree of rejection and the most intense approval. Nowadays, similar 

words and expressions are also found in an official speech: “So, from the TV 

                                                           
3
 Малыхина Н.В. Динамические тенденци медиатекстов в российских и британских медиа // Вестн. Моск. 

ун-та. 
4
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screen, B. Obama's associate J. Biden, congratulating the boss on his success, once 

said: This is a big f-ing deal. 

Among the key linguo-pragmatic categories of media texts is the concept of 

the reliability of the information contained in them. In recent decades, there has 

been a revival of researchers' interest in this issue, including in the field of mass 

communication. M.Yu. Panchenko, analyzing the category of reliability as applied 

to media commercial advertising, notes its dependence on the perception of a 

communicative situation by a particular individual. The sign of reliability or 

unreliability is attributed, according to M.Yu. Panchenko, in many cases the 

addressee
5
. 

In the semantic analysis of modern media text, it is impossible to do without 

the analysis of the visual component. Visual texts fit into the semantic parameters 

of both primary signs (natural languages) and secondary sign systems, as they 

express meaning both with the help of natural language and with the help of 

artificially created sign systems, such as audiovisual signs and sign systems. 

When making sense of an audiovisual sign, both verbal and kinesic 

components are involved, which can be between themselves both in a relationship 

of complete absorption of one by the other, and complement each other with 

meanings. 

The visual channel of information transmission refers to certain human senses 

and conveys already formed meanings, encoded in a certain way within the sign 

system of a certain culture. The semantics of the visual is conventional and 

associated with cultural codes. As Umberto Eco notes, “even where one speaks of 

naturalness and immediacy, one is dealing with culture, convention, system, code, 

and, therefore, ultimately with ideology. Semiology stands its ground here too, 

because it understands its tasks as the translation of the natural into the social and 

cultural”
6
. The visual component of culture is communicative and connected with 

the objective world by means of encoding the meaning for its further fixation and 

translation. 

It should also be noted that within the framework of visual communication, 

semantics is forced out of the space of communication, the visual ceases to be 

mediator between subject and reality. Meaningful focus messages are shifted from 

textual to visual. The visual component in the text from the accompanying element 

becomes prevalent. 
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